Usually, data on road traffic accidents in Algeria are not available to researchers. Fortunately, MICS4-the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey conducted by UNICEF during 2012-2013 has introduced a module on accidents among children less than 15 years. In Algeria, the MICS4 survey targeted a sample of 28,000 households distributed over the national territory. These are the main results of polynomial logistic regression: Children in the richest quintile (B = .562, p < .05), are much less exposed than children in the poorest quintile. The odd ratio is 1.75. Compared to children aged 12 to 14, the younger children of 0-2 years (B = -1.059, p < .05), are three times less exposed (odd ratio = .347) to road traffic accidents; and children of 9-11 years (B = .520, p < .05), are most exposed with an odd ratio of 1.68. For territorial planning areas, with the South being taken as a reference category, the risk of traffic accidents for a child is the lowest in the West Highlanders (B = -1.257, p < .05), followed by the North Center (B = -1.163, p < .05), the East Highlands (B = -1.053, p < .05), the Northwest (B = -1.034, p < .05), and the Northeast (B = -.805, p < .05). Odd ratio values are respectively . 29, .313, .349, .356, and .447. 
Data on road traffic accidents in Algeria are not available to researchers, usually. The only available data consist of already tabulated data by age, sex, region, wilayates, etc. Of course with this type of data, conducting multivariate analysis is very difficult. Fortunately, MICS4-the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey conducted by UNICEF during 2012-2013 has introduced a module on accidents among children less than 15 years.
Besides, the only alternate source available, a government center devoted to road traffic accidents released statistics covering the period 1991-2002 that give an idea of the extent of accidents in Algeria with their share of victims either injured or killed. Figure 1 displays the various issues following accidents as well as fatality rates per 100,000. The period covers largely the black decade and for this reason, it can be seen that in 1994 and 1995, at the peak of violence, accidents in Algeria declined, no doubt because only essential trips were made in order to avoid fake check points and other imponderables. These statistics are provided by the Tahina  report on causes of death. The traffic accident is the leading cause of intentional (61.6%) and post-traumatic (40.2%) deaths. It accounts for 4.3% of total deaths and comes in the 6th place after other cardiovascular diseases (8.6%), cerebrovascular diseases (7.5%), hypertensive heart disease (6.6%), other perinatal conditions (6.5%), and low birth weight (4.4%).
The young male adult is the first victim. Female deaths, which are fewer in number, occur mainly at extreme ages. Among the 5-14 years old, the traffic accident is the leading cause of death (21.2%) preceding the group of other cardiovascular diseases (7.4%).
The fact that Algerians accessed recently to various credit schemes caused a rapid motorization with increased road traffic accidents risks. In 2002, we had about 40,000 annual accidents with about 4,000 deaths and 57,000 injuries.
DATA AND METHODS
MICS4 is the only available Algerian source that included the accident module for children under 15 years of age. Its objective is to inform the progress made towards the Millennium Development Goals Objectives, as well as national development goals. In Algeria, the MICS4 survey targeted a sample of 28,000 households distributed over the national territory. MICS4 gives a rare opportunity to analyze these data, while ensuring their quality. Unfortunately, the quality of the MICS4 data needs to be examined seriously, as will be seen. A crucial variable, such as the wealth score from which wealth quintiles were calculated, seemed to be a priority variable in the analysis of accidents occurring among children under the age of 15, especially that exposure to traffic accidents certainly relates to the socio-economic level of the household. However, curiously, a negative score is assigned to 43.2% of the sample. In the MICS4 report, each household was assigned a wealth score based on various items possessed by members of the household. The household population of the survey was then ranked according to the wealth score of the household in which it lives and was finally divided into five equal parts (quintiles) ranging from the lowest (the poorest) to the highest (the richest). The wealth index does not provide information on absolute poverty, current levels of income or expenditure. It is only based on items possessed without any explanation on the score construction.
However, quite strangely, the report of almost 400 pages does not include any list of references or bibliography. The work of Rutstein and Johnson (2004) cited by the authors discourages the use of negative scores, while in Algeria, the choice was made to go precisely with negative scores.
As a result, the authors noticed that these biased quintiles are not giving a clear-cut pattern when they use them as an explanatory variable. The authors chose to work only on the positive scores to see if the quintiles calculated on this basis would be more discriminating than the quintiles proposed by MICS4. This crucial variable was not very decisive although it was extensively used.
In several attempts, the quintile variable proved incapable of restoring differences that could logically be foreseen. This prompts to question the very construction of this index by the authors of MICS4-Algeria. The authors therefore called this variable quintilecorr to distinguish it from quintile but more work would be needed to solve this problem.
The authors will conduct bivariate and multivariate analyses in order to identify the most determinants variables standing behind road traffic accidents among children less than 15 years of age.
RESULTS
From these data, the authors can compare the estimates based on the quintiles proposed by MICS4 and those based on quintilescorr. It can be seen that while in general the figures are of the same order of magnitude, the rank of the modalities may change, as for example for traffic accidents. Thus, the second quintile presents the lowest risk of accidents when quintiles are used, and it is the richest quintile that has this characteristic if quintilecorr is used. The authors will therefore use quintilecorr for the rest of this analysis and invite MICS4 officials to conduct a review of their database currently made available on the UNICEF website. In particular, the wealth quintile variable has been systematically used in all tables produced on chronic diseases, handicaps, etc.
In MICS4, the mother or guardian is asked about the accident occurring to children under 15.
(1) Type of accident; (2) Age at which the accident occurred; (3) Origin of the accident (fall, fight, fire, traffic accident, etc.); (4) Location of the accident (at home, at school, on the street, other);
(5) Whether the child victim of an accident has been taken to a health facility; (6) In case the child was simply treated at home, ask the reason.
The report of MICS4-Algeria concludes that according to the declarations of the mothers, 8% of child of less than 15 years, have suffered a serious accident at least once during their lifetime.
The survey also reveals that accidents are relatively more frequent among children living in urban areas compared with those living in rural areas (9% versus 6%). The accidents appear to be relatively higher in the EPT (Territorial Planning Area) grouping the wilayas of the South of the country (11%) and in the EPT North Center with 9% of children under 15 years of age. The EPT that recorded the least number of accidents are the EPTs of the Highlanders West and Highlanders Center with a prevalence of 5% each. More than two-thirds of children (67%) accident victims are aged between 6 and 14 years.
The following remarks are based on Table 1: (1) Traffic accidents are more likely to affect girls than boys (13% and 12%);
(2) Hospital is the first choice for care; (3) The poorest quintile is most at risk of traffic accidents when using quintile estimated by MICS4, while the third quintile is the most at risk if using the positive-scores quintile. Based on the adjusted wealth quintiles, the authors can formulate the following observations:
(1) Children in the richest quintile are more likely to fall than those in the poorest quintile (69.4% versus 63%);
(2) For fires, MICS4 poorest quintile is the most exposed while using quintilecorr, the authors found that the children from the richest quintile are the most exposed as can be seen in Figure 2; (3) On the other hand, fights are more frequent among children in the poorest quintile (5.5% versus 1.3%); (4) Just as traffic accidents are one and a half times more frequent among children in the poorest quintile (14.8% versus 9.5%);
(5) As well as parental punishment (1.2% versus 0.7%). It should be noted, however, that children in the fourth quintile seem to be the most prone to parental punishment (1.9%).
The authors use hereafter results from the logistic regression as presented in Table 2 .
Compared to the South, the risks of fires involving children under the age of 15 are six times higher in the Central Highlands (B = 1.837, p < .05) and almost Note: The reference category is "fall".
four times higher in the Eastern Highlands (B = 1.312, p < .05). Odd ratio values are 6.2 and 3.7 respectively. For fights, children in the 3rd corrected quintile (B = 1.371, p < .05) are four times more likely to be involved than children in the richest quintile. For quintile 4 (B = 1.257, p < .05), the risk is 3.5. Odd ratio values are 3.9 and 3.5 respectively. Boys are twice as often involved in fights than girls (B = .640, p < .05), odd ratio is 1.89.
For road traffic accidents, children in the richest quintile (B = .562, p < .05), are much less exposed than children in the poorest quintile. The odd ratio is 1.75.
Compared to children aged 12 to 14, the younger children of 0-2 years (B = -1.059, p < .05), are three times less exposed (odd ratio = .347) to road traffic accidents, and children of 9-11 years (B = .520, p < .05), are most exposed with an odd ratio of 1.68.
For territorial planning areas, with the South being taken as a reference category, the risk of traffic accidents for a child is the lowest in the West Highlanders (B = -1.237, p < .05), followed by the North Center (B = -1.163, p < .05), the East Highlands (B = -1.053, p < .05), the Northwest (B = -1.034, p < .05), and Northeast (B = -.805, p < .05).
Odd ratio values are respectively .29, .313, .349, .356, and .447.
As for parental punishments, the results come as a surprise: The only Wald coefficient with a significance of .05 shows that boys (B = -1.048, p < .05) are three times less often punished than girls with an odd ratio of .350.
DISCUSSION
At the end of this rapid overview of the available Algerian data on road traffic accidents, the authors can make the following observations:
(1) MICS4 is requiring work on data quality and construction of wealth score and quintiles;
(2) MICS4 is however a source of data that cannot be neglected; (3) Finally, with regard to road accidents in children under 15, the MICS4-Algeria should be used for further research and critical scrutiny of data.
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CONCLUSIONS
The authors' hypothesis that children from richer parents are less exposed to road traffic accidents is partially confirmed but needs more refinements, in particular regarding the wealth score calculation.
More work is needed on the wealth score calculation as well as the wealth quintile. This crucial determinant of health related issues is ineffective as can be found in the UNICEF database.
